Concept theme of
'Flow'
Work began in 1998 to introduce a series of site
specific, permanent and temporary, public art pieces
into the town centre in anticipation of the new
Millennium. The works produced are varied but are
linked by the concept theme of Flow.
The theme was developed by local artist, Michael
Fairfax in 1999. The theme of Flow was chosen to
represent the importance of the movements of
people, of goods, of water, of ideas, of vehicles and,
most recently, of data, through Newbury.
The theme came from Fairfax’s research to reflect
the importance of the history of the town,
highlighting the wool industry, trade in agricultural
and other commodities, new technological
industries, and Newbury’s position as the
intersection of major North-South and East-West
routes for travellers by road, rail, and water.
It was decided that the first piece of art to be
produced under this theme should be a sculpture.
Artists were invited to submit designs as part of a
competition to create a piece of site-specific public
art which incorporated flowing water. The winner of
the competition was Peter Randall-Page who
submitted a design for a granite bowl sculpture at
Newbury Lock which is now known locally as Ebb &
Flow, and was installed on the 27th July 2003.
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Newbury Town Council's Blue Plaques, in conjunction with
the Newbury Society, commemorate the lives of
significant Newbury residents through the ages and mark
where they lived or worked.
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These plaques also celebrate businesses and industries
who have had a significant impact on the town of
Newbury.
The original blue plaque scheme was established in 1867
by the Society of Arts in London, and since then the
scheme has been replicated in hundreds of towns and
cities around the country.
Members of the public are welcome to put forward their
suggestions of a person, a business or notable event for a
blue plaque to be discussed by the Town Council’s
Heritage Working Group, as long as the person has been
dead for at least 10 years.
Get Social
Stay up-to-date with all the latest local love, what’s new
and what’s on in Newbury, by signing up to the Visit
Newbury Loves Local newsletter at visitnewbury.org.uk.
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To find out all the latest news from Newbury Town
Council and sign up to our news letter at
newbury.gov.uk/news.

A map showcasing Newbury's Public
Art and the Blue Plaques
commemorating significant residents
and events
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With ‘Flow’s’ reference in the most recent piece of
commissioned work 'Two Rivers', the Town Council
wish to keep this concept thriving in new pieces of
work to be developed in the future.
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Public Art in Newbury
The Public Art Trail is defined by pieces of commissioned and sitespecific art (including community and temporary works) which
may fall under the concept theme of ‘Flow’. This trail also includes
local pieces of site-specific art and sculpture work of local interest
created post 20th century.
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Symphony of the Trees
Kate Robinson - 2007
Victoria Park

Made of bronze and steel, this piece of work is designed
to be touched and explored. Created as part of a twoyear education project coordinated by The Corn
Exchange aimed at engaging autistic children through
music and visual arts. Only parts of the original sculpture
remain in Victoria Park, as it was stolen from the park
shortly after being installed in 2007. Four years later, the
sculpture was returned to Newbury Town Council after a
local couple found it on Snelsmore Common.

Flying Woman
Giles Penny - 2004
Waitrose Entrance

Located by the entrance of Waitrose, Flying Woman is a
single metal cut-out panel of curved form, with the shape of
a woman cut and turned up from the surface towards the
sky. Commissioned for Discovery Properties Ltd when
developing the new Waitrose store, and the sculpture was
included as part of the development scheme. The sculpture
was unveiled on 26th May 2004.

Newbury Mosaic
Paul Forsey - 2005
Newbury Library

The Newbury Mosaic is a piece of community art which
was the brainchild of the Mayor of Newbury for 20042005, Cllr Mike Rodger. Designed local artist Paul Forsey
and put together with the assistance of more than 4000
local people and the support of numerous local
business. The mosaic shows a timeline of historical
scenes from Newbury’s history over the last 1000 years
on 12 linking panels. Books about the creation of
Newbury Mosaic are available to purchase from
Newbury Town Council.
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Commissioned by Newbury Town Council as part of their
original Town Trail. The steel sculpture stands between 4-5
metres tall and weighs around 6 tonnes. The best way to see
this work is to have a look at it while at the traffic lights
heading North to the roundabout.

Two Rivers
Michael Fairfax - 2021
Newbury Station Approach

This is Newbury’s most recent piece of site-specific art in
the town. The design reflects the importance of water,
the canal and river routes through the town and its
history, showing the rivers, canals and lakes of Newbury.
The piece is made from bronze, and being reflective can
change depending on the light of the sun.
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Couple in Conversation
Johannes Von Stumm - 2006
Robin Hood Roundabout
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Ebb and Flow
Peter Randall-Page - 2003
Newbury Lock

Commissioned by Newbury Town Council, this was the first
piece of art produced as part of the concept theme of ‘Flow’.
Peter Randall-Page submitted the winning Ebb & Flow
design to be installed at Newbury Lock. While the design is a
simple granite bowl, it is connected to the lock by
underground piping; so when the lock fills, the bowl also fills
with water. When the lock empties, the bowl empties too.
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Binary Conversation
Joseph Hillier - 2012
Andover Road

Two heads which stand facing each other on the Old
Hospital Green, one head is formed out of hundreds of steel
balls while the other is made of steel rings. This piece was
commissioned jointly by Sovereign Housing Association and
Newbury Town Council in partnership with Hunters
architects. The sculpture has recently been surrounded by
the planting of a new NHS Commemorative Garden where
all plants have medicinal properties.
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Albert Alexander
Carnarvon Place, Andover Road
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Elsie Kimber
64 Bartholomew Street
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Walter Money
Market Street (corner with Bartholomew
Street)
Newbury Brewing Industry
St Nicolas House, West Mills
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Jack of Newbury
24 Northbrook Street
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Stewart Rome
58 Northbrook Street
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Francis Baily
62 Northbrook Street
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First Mobile Phone Call 1985
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George & Pelican Inn
2 London Road
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Lottie Dod
Victoria Park Tennis Courts
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James H Money
Town Hall, Market Place
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Plenty's Eagle Iron Works
Cheap Street
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DNS Railway
Station Road

20-22 The Broadway
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